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The Colombian government has formally rejected Peru's request for the extradition of former
Peruvian president Alan Garcia, currently living in exile in Bogota. On Feb. 9, the Colombian Justice
Ministry issued a statement indicating that Garcia will not be forcibly returned to his country to face
charges of embezzlement of government funds and illegal weapons possession. Garcia, who served
as president from 1985 to 1990, is a leader of the American Popular Revolutionary Alliance (Alianza
Popular Revolucionaria Americana, APRA) party. According to the extradition request filed by the
administration of President Alberto Fujimori, Garcia sought asylum in Colombia in June with the
express intent of avoiding criminal charges in his native country. Garcia has characterized Fujimori's
charges a "political vendetta." Since going into exile, Garcia has repeatedly criticized the Fujimori
government, which he refers to as a "dictatorship." The Fujimori government has in turn charged
that such statements constitute a violation of international asylum agreements, thus rendering
Garcia ineligible for protection from extradition. (Sources: Notimex, 02/09/93; Reuter, Spanish news
service EFE, 02/10/93)
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